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Study-abroad students caught in 7.8 earthquake
Luke Venhuizen – Staff Writer

When she hopped on a plane to New
Zealand, junior Victoria Cast expected to
study the environment and God’s Creation
for four months. Those expectations were cut
short when she got a first-hand experience of
environmental dangers.
On Monday, Nov. 14, a 7.8 earthquake struck
near the Kaikoura district of New Zealand. It
was just after midnight when the earthquake
began. It lasted around two minutes with an ongoing series of aftershocks that have reached
well over a 6-magnitude and are still occurring
even today.
Cast and nine other North American students
were studying at The Old Convent, a 15-minute
bike ride outside of Kaikoura, an oceanfront
town.
The Old Convent, originally built in 1911, is a
former convent and Catholic school turned into
a bed and breakfast. The building houses the
New Zealand Creation Cares Study Program.
“We had the mountains in our back yard, and
the ocean only a mile away,” Cast continued.
“It was a prime location to see God’s Creation.”
“I should have been asleep,” said Cast,
reflecting back to the night of the quake. “I
was watching a movie and cross-stitching at
the same time. I dropped my needle, so I was

looking for that. After I found it, I was getting
down from my bed to use the bathroom, and as I
was on the ladder the earthquake started.”
Cast immediately jumped into the doorway.
Her roommates woke and rolled to the doorway
as well. “I remember thinking that no one ever
told us how long to stay in the door frame,” she
said.
Debris was falling everywhere. While one
roommate made a run for it, a chunk of the
ceiling struck the back of Cast’s head. This
caused her to fall to the ground as she covered
her head from other falling debris.
“I thought to myself, I’m on the second floor.
If my ceiling is falling, the ceiling below me
could be falling, which is my floor,” Cast said,
“At that point I thought—I needed to get out
of here.”
Cast and her other roommate made a run for it.
“There was glass all over the stairs from fallen
pictures,” Cast recalled. “My roommate Taylor
stopped on the stairs because she didn’t want
to get glass in her feet, but I just went for it
because I just wanted to get out of there. I went
back to get her and told her we would worry
about the glass later.”
Cast and her roommate made it out of the
building. That was when Cast felt faint from her
head injury and needed help joining rest of the
group. They got into a van and headed up the

mountain due to tsunami warnings.
“There were basically three injuries. My head;
my roommate cut her foot and needed stitches;
and Joey, who got glass in his feet,” said Cast.
“It was a waiting game after that,” Cast
continues. They had to wait until they could be
evacuated on a naval troop carrier. “We had to
climb up a rope ladder to get on the boat. The
ship took us to Christchurch [which is two and
half hours south], and after that we found the
first flights home.”
The Old Convent was determined unlivable,
and Kaikoura couldn’t be reached by road
because of landslides. The study program was
cut short, and everyone went home a month
earlier than planned.
Staff only went back in to retrieve passports
and articles of importance. They couldn’t pull
anything else out because of how damaged the
building was. The laundry room and balcony
were sitting five inches away from the rest of
the building, a couple chimneys fell through a
bedroom and a living room, and in one room
the floor looked like it was sinking into a hole.
Everyone from the group made it out with
minor injuries, but the emotional injuries were
much deeper.
“It is difficult to sleep some nights. I think
it’s because it happened at night. Also, certain
noises really bother me. There was so much

noise because you could hear the earth and
building moving [and I remember that all the
time],” Cast said. “The aftershocks were the
worst part.”
Cast and the rest of her group headed home
shortly after, for which she was grateful.
“We were all just thankful that we all got out
of there. If we had a bigger group, we might not
have all gotten out. I was ok with going home
early because home was where I felt safe. It has
become my safe place.”
Old Convent with fallen chimney.
Photo Credit: Anya Kalsbeek

Translating the classics: an Provost Eric Forseth talks
interview with Jaehwa Kim
changes in Dordt’s future
Ashley Huizinga – Staff Writer

How many Dordt students can say that they’ve
published a book? Well, exchange student and
junior Jaehwa Kim can – although saying so
now wouldn’t be entirely true. Kim’s book isn’t
set to be published until 2018. Written in Kim’s
native language of Korean, you may not see it
on Sioux Center library shelves for some time,
but the book has been in progress for a little
over a year.
Kim’s book will serve as a guide to reading
classics and other works from a Christian
perspective and is aimed at new or young
believers. He is writing the work in pieces,
pulling together recently conducted research
and creating a column once a month for the
pamphlet of a church back home.
Kim, a theology major, says he found his
original inspiration while reading during his
21 months of military service – particularly,
The Unbearable Lightness of Being by Milan
Kundera. Kim says that he couldn’t sleep for
three days after putting Unbearable down, and
he spent much of that time thinking and talking
to those around him about Kundera.
“I felt so depressed reading it because he
keeps bringing up history with the philosophy
of Nietzsche and keeps saying that we have to
overcome something – some kind of cycle or
circulation of being; but it seems like heaven
and happiness are lost by overcoming this cycle
to become a real being. I’m a journeyman, but
according to [Kundera] I couldn’t get to heaven
because I keep wanting to know more, to
overcome in this life. So much in [Unbearable]
conflicted with my understanding of God.
“I think there are more [Korean Christian]
youth conflicted by the same problem. Some

Christian friends were even concerned with my
spiritual state because I read this book!”
Kim’s plan is, in time, to collect and publish
the articles as a single book.
“Newton says, ‘From reading the classics, we
stand on the shoulders of giants,’ or something
like that. Some youth today forget to stand
because they’re so afraid of these works.
Hopefully, [my book] will show one way
to understand the philosophers, because we
shouldn’t have to fear what we don’t know. I
know that the honor in everything is God’s, and
anything can be used for Christian purposes.”
Kim says his research mainly involves
reading – lots of reading – as well as listening to
lectures by experts in literature and translation.
In these, he finds that “God is infinity – we can’t
‘overcome’ God’s Word because it is so much
greater than infinity. I can keep journeying in
my faith and being challenged by His Word
without fear of losing myself.”
Who knows, maybe you’ll see his works in
translation one day next to Bonhoeffer, Kuyper
and Mouw.
Photo Credit: Ellen Dengah

Janelle Cammenga – Staff Writer

Conventional four-year students. The dorms.
The nursing faculty building. The grass behind
the BJ Haan. Take a picture now, because
changes are coming for Dordt and its campus.
Provost Eric Forseth revealed in a recent press
conference that Dordt’s master plan involves
building projects to benefit Pro-Tech students,
expand housing and contribute to the arts and
the humanities.
Forseth, who spoke on Oct. 25, said that Dordt
administration plans to build an additional
dormitory to make room for the predicted influx
of Pro-Tech students.
“We’re at 96% [full] housing right now, and
that’s a little bit concerning,” Forseth said. “If
you have roommate challenges or something
like that, it just doesn’t work out very well.”
Forseth anticipates a year of housing that is
more constricted than they want, but hopes
the new dormitory will solve the problem for
following years.
When a student voiced concern over whether
Pro-Tech students would grow as much
spiritually and relationally as the four-year
students, Forseth explained that Pro-Tech
students would take Core 100 and Core 150
with the four-year students. For their humanities
core classes, Pro-Tech students would take
more specialized 6-week classes instead of the
normal core program.
The dorms are not the only aspect of Dordt
that will look different in the next few years.
Dordt has approved several architects to go
into a “pageant.” This means these architects
will design a new science building—along
with other structures—to serve as the Pro-Tech
program’s home base, and the administration

will choose which design they like best. Another
use for these building projects is to bring the
nursing offices closer to the rest of the faculty.
Dordt’s administrating of these shift in offices
will help connect the nursing faculty to the rest
of campus. But not everyone is convinced that
this change will be a benefit.
“It’s kind of nice having a building of our
own,” said sophomore nursing student Jo-Anna
Aalbers. “The couches are comfy, the coffee’s
good and we have fobs so we can get in there
whenever we want. I think we’d lose the sense
of nursing community if we moved it to another
building.”
Dordt’s construction master plan does not
end with science facilities. There are plans to
include the humanities in the master plan by
building a small theatre behind the BJ Haan
auditorium. The plans are not finalized, but the
concept drawing that Forseth reported seeing
includes an outdoor amphitheater in the grassy
area.
“You can see the natural bowl that it would
happen in,” said Forseth.
But is an amphitheater the best monetary
choice for Dordt? Maybe not.
Sophomore Bethany Van Eps, who is involved
with the Theatre department, feels that weather
is an obstacle that should not be ignored.
“[The amphitheater] would get the most use
in the summer, when school isn’t in session,”
said Van Eps. “If the school had that kind
of money, I could see it being better used to
complete the underground parking project…or
building an on-campus theatre near the Theatre
department.”
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Meal plan follow-up: Are Dordt seeks to fulfill Biblical
students biting into the offer? mandate through December
Service Project
Cory Van Gilst – Staff Writer

Nearly an entire semester has passed since the
beginning of the new meal plan that provides
juniors with five meals swipes a week. The
plan, causing swift pushback from the class
of 2018 during last year’s spring semester, has
since won more support.
A few weeks into the Fall 2016 semester,
juniors remained skeptical on how beneficial
the meal plan would prove to be. However, over
the course of the semester, these students have
begun to shift their opinions on the mandatory
meal plan.
In writing a previous article on this issue,
one point of conflict arose from juniors voicing
concerns that they were struggling to balance all
two hundred of the defender dollars, purchase
groceries and use all five meal swipes on a
weekly basis.
“I have found myself trying hard to use up
meals, [as well as] also buying things from
the Bunsen Brew and 55th that I really don’t
need,” said junior Hannah Klos. As the weeks
rolled on, different juniors and seniors, who had
purchased the plan willingly, discovered ways
to remedy these plights.
“I just use the meal box to go and grab as
much meat as I can when I need it,” said junior
John Brouwer. Many have begun to develop a
system of using their meal swipes at the Grille
for lunch between classes so they do not have to
return to their apartments in the middle of the
day.
“Students are working to make the best out
of the situation given to them; everyone has a
system,” said junior Josh Heynen. Currently,
51.1% of the meals are being used at the Grille
while 48.9% are being used at the Commons.
Robert Taylor IV, Dean of Students,
reiterated the purpose of the meal plan as well
as explaining how he and the rest of the Dordt
staff see it unfolding.
“The purpose of this meal plan was to
develop community that is campus-wide,” said
Taylor. “It was never about the money.” Taylor
acknowledged that there are improvements that
can be made with the meal plan, but believes
that it has been a major success.
“A lot of the community that is developed
here comes from the upperclassmen and flows
down to the underclassmen; we wanted to
implement that into the dining halls,” he said.
Dordt received a large amount of unsolicited
thanks from parents for the meal plan, citing
peace of mind in knowing that their child is
getting at least five quality meals a week.
While there are still juniors who are not
pleased with the meal plan, many are starting
to appreciate, or at least, utilize the plan fully.
Dordt is doing the same thing, giving students

options that would not be possible without
the new plan. To help remedy the amount of
excess Defender Dollars created by having five
meals a week, Dordt is now allowing clubs to
host events and have students pay using their
Defender Dollars. Two examples of this are the
Students Without Borders club’s Curry Craze,
as well as the Rugby club’s Brazilian Barbeque.
This semester also saw the inception of
book discussion at the Commons over a meal.
Students could use a meal swipe for food, listen
to an audio book as a group while eating, and
discuss it on a weekly basis.

As it moves forward with this meal plan
structure, Dordt is looking for additional ways
to meet the needs of students.
“The goal has always been and will continue
to be to serve the students and their needs,”
said Taylor. Dordt Dining does its best to take
into account the requests of students who take
the surveys at the Grille and Commons. Taylor
expressed a deep concern for what was best
for the students of Dordt College as well as a
willingness to adjust the structure of the meal
plan and dining situation at Dordt.
Next year, the meal plan will be given to
seniors in addition to the juniors.
“We’re excited about what this will do for
the campus as a whole; professors are even
beginning to eat in the Commons,” says Taylor.
The new meal plan is bold.”
However, upperclassmen still hope to see
more flexibility given to them with their meal
swipes.
“If I could use two of my meal swipes in one
time block, it would be really useful,” said
junior Henry Meurs. Additional suggestions
include allowing upperclassmen the ability
to purchase hot food at the Grille at any time,
placing chicken tenders and soup on meal
exchange, and expanding both dining areas’
hours.
With nearly a full semester in the books for
the meal plan, Dordt is confident that it will be
a success for the future of the college. Students
have begun to make the most of it, regardless
of their opinions, and will have to continue to
do so. To reassure students that Dordt is placing
their students first, Taylor explains some of the
goals of the meal plan.
“We see the value in cooking together in the
apartments as well as eating in the dining hall;
that’s why we only implemented five meals
a week. We want our students to thrive in all
environments.”
The upperclassmen meal plan is here to stay,
but students’ attitudes towards the new meal
plan appear to be shifting positively to what this
can do for them.

Tori Mann – Contributing Writer

Early this November, representatives from
administration, the Maintenance department,
Dordt Dining, the Business department, the
Sustainability Committee and the student
body met to discuss how all of Dordt could
work together to make Dordt’s campus more
sustainable.
This meeting was just one step in the process
of creating this year’s annual December Service
Project at Dordt. The end-product of the process
came after months of brainstorming, emailing,
making proposals and sorting through trash
in the middle of the night by Maintenance
employees and students concerned about
Dordt’s sustainability.
The service project for this December,
announced at chapel on the last day of
November, is focused on sustainability as a way
to obey the Biblical command to steward the
earth. The project involves two challenges from
the Sustainability Committee.
The first challenge asked administration,
who accepted the initiative, to purchase
better recycling bins, to fund new work-study
positions to facilitate recycling and to create a
standing committee aimed at reducing Dordt’s
waste in the future, according to the email from
the Sustainability Committee to Dordt’s student
body.
The second challenge calls the students
to action: reduce the amount of recyclable
material thrown in the trash by 50 percent and
donate money to One Body One Hope Liberia.
Donations will cover the cost of solar panels
that will be installed on the school in Liberia by
Dordt’s AMOR (A Mission OutReach) team in
January. The solar panels would save the school

Elections 2020: who you
gonna call?
Kyle Fossé – Staff Writer

Beware of roads this
Christmas season
Meagan DeGraaf – Staff Writer

As Christmas break and the time for travelling
back home fast approaches, it is important for
students to remember the dangers of driving
across the country, the state, the country and—
sometimes—even farther.
During the winter months, roads get slick and
slippery from the melting and refreezing of the
snow, which often turns into slush or sheet ice.
When the roads freeze over, they can make
for some pretty dangerous surfaces, especially
for new or inexperienced drivers. Even with
the headlights on and the wipers at full speed,
falling and blowing snow can also make it hard
to see while driving in Midwestern blizzards.
It is especially crucial to be aware of the
dangers of winter driving as winter break

looms on the horizon. Students often drive
many treacherous miles, sometimes through the
middle of snowstorms, to get home in time for
family gatherings, Christmas parties and more.
The dangers of this kind of driving are very
real, as seen in the very first snowstorm of the
season here in Sioux County. The Sioux County
Sheriff’s office reported 72 accidents on Nov.
18, the day of the first snowfall, and the roads
likely saw many other minor accidents which
went unreported.
To all students traveling a few miles or many,
careful driving is imperative for making it home
safely for Christmas.

about $3,000 a year.
The project kicked off on Dec. 1, although
the new recycling bins are yet to be ordered.
There are two posters hanging by the Grille that
display various examples of what items can and
cannot be recycled. A third poster by the Grille
shows the progress of how much of the $10,000
goal has been raised. The goal for these posters
is to remind people to participate in the service
project and to educate them on how to recycle.
Although it requires acts of service—recycling
and donating—there are benefits to the project.
Junior Renee Ewald, chair of the Sustainability
Committee, said, “This project will start Dordt
becoming more sustainable, fund a school in
Liberia to do the same and save money in the
long run.”
Ewald hopes this project will start
conversations among students and provoke
them to consider environmentally friendly
habits.
While there are financial and environmental
reasons to complete the project, the larger
context of this effort derives from a desire to
fulfill a Biblical mandate found in Micah 6:8,
among other passages: “And what does the Lord
require of you? To act justly, to love mercy, and
to humbly walk with your God.”
Students like junior Raquelle Mouw believe
the project is obedient to the Bible. “God
always says that taking care of people in need
all over the world is the most important thing.
This project definitely fulfills that.”
Junior Logan Bosma is optimistic about how
the project can make an impact beyond Dordt.
“People don’t realize how a small community
can affect even bigger communities. What
students do at Dordt they can take home and
spread to the people there.”

Just over a month ago, one of the most common
phrases I’d been hearing was some variation of
“I’d vote third party, but they just don’t stand
a chance.” Don’t get me wrong; on the one
hand, this sort of mentality makes perfect sense.
Technically, the US hasn’t had an independent
president since George Washington.
Since then, the nation has been beguiled into
the mentality that one of two parties needs to
run the country, and it has proved a dangerous
game. Not only does it limit the nation’s options,
but it allows the leading parties to become lazy
in finding suitable candidates.
The more I heard people talk about the
impossibility of escaping this ideology, the
more I started to realise the irony that if
everyone who considered voting third party did
so, the independent might have stood a chance.
No, they probably wouldn’t have won – in fact,
they definitely wouldn’t have – but they might
have caused just enough stir to get the country
talking.
And that’s what we need to do – start talking,
and start thinking. Believing that things can
change is a step towards changing them. And
maybe when the opportunity to do so comes

around again in four years, we’ll actually take
it.
For better or for worse, Donald Trump is
going to be the president of the United States
for the next four years. After that comes
another presidential race, followed by another
presidential election. You, the people, have
the power to choose who becomes the next
president, and now is the time to begin thinking
about what you want that president to look like.
We don’t need to “choose between the
lesser of two evils” (which is possibly one of
the most ironic and self-defeating situations
that a republic can face), and we shouldn’t
let ourselves be tricked into the need to be
bipartisan again. With a potential presidential
pool as large as that which the United States
possesses, we have the luxury to hold our
leaders up to higher standards.
If a candidate does not strike the majority of
the nation as fit for the presidency, then they
should not be elected into office. Simple as that.
The trick is to be ready for it. Let’s start talking
now, and maybe in four years’ time, we’ll know
what kind of leader we want to have. The only
way that a poor leader gets elected is when a
population votes for one.
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Hidden desires: alcohol on Campus reacts to Presidentcampus
Elect Trump
Eric Rowe and Josh Meribole – Staff Writers

From stories of finding six packs in the fridge,
to the remnants of beer cans found by cleaning
crews in the summer, it’s hard to deny that
drinking happens on campus even though it’s
against the rules.
The “dry campus” label that Dordt has
refers to its policy of not allowing alcohol
on campus. The purpose is to prevent both
the abuse of alcohol and underage drinking.
But how effective is this policy at Dordt,
especially against the prevalent drinking culture
throughout the country?
Dean of Students Robert Taylor said that the
purpose of the policy is to protect Dordt students
from situations that will involve breaking the
law.
“If you have a population where some people
can have alcohol and some people cannot…
It will create difficult situations for those who
are of age to potentially have underclassmen
wanting to come to their room to drink,” Taylor
said. “That’s the reason it’s good to be ‘dry’. It
removes a whole lot of temptation.”
Students who break policy aren’t necessarily
doing it to spite Dordt. According to senior Eric
Talsma, they are just following along with what
secular culture says that people our age should
be doing.
“A lot of college students in western culture
want to experience partying and getting drunk,”
senior Jennifer Allen said. “Sobriety is a
value that many Christians hold, but society
emphasizes the opposite with its 21-year
drinking age.”
Allen sees many problems with Dordt
students’ relationship with alcohol, but says that
having a society that doesn’t “worship alcohol”
would go a long way towards solving the issues.
In addition, Allen notes that the alcohol abuse
comes when people are told not to do something
and it makes them want to do it even more.
“It’s like taking one piece of candy from the
jar at grandma’s,” Allen said. “Everyone knows
you take 15.”
Talsma sees the dry campus as necessary
but also restrictive on those of drinking age.
He brought up the fact that Dordt encourages
upperclassmen to live on campus. This mix
of ages on campus life adds to the risk of
underclassman drinking.
The lack of bars or outlets for drinking in the
community means that “the drinking setting is
moved to the apartments,” Talsma said.

People who have the desire to drink are going
to find a way to drink, junior Kobi Jones says.
He does think that a dry campus makes it harder
for underage drinking to occur.
When students get levels for drinking or other
violations, they are in a probation period. If they
abide by the rules, the level is not sustaining,
but if they continue breaking rules, they will
face further consequences.
Allen thinks that a dry campus needs to be
done right to be beneficial. After watching
friends who violated Dordt’s policy get caught,
she says from the experience that the discipline
was not enough to stop their behavior.
“There were no consequences to their
actions,” Allen said. “Had there been action
taken, it’s possible that they would be in better
situations than they are now.”
Junior Benjie Lee, an RA in East Hall, says
that the rules put in place have a redemptive
approach. They aren’t designed to condemn a
person or label them as a “bad student”, but to
give students another chance to abide by the
rules.
“One action does not define the person,” Lee
said.
One Dordt student who agreed with the
Dordt drinking policy and wished to remain
anonymous vented her frustration regarding
some RAs and campus security who may
not document their friends based on those
friendships. She added that she is “tired of RAs
turning a blind eye” to alcohol rule violations.
Whether the policy is seen as a silly restriction
on freedoms, or necessary for the safety of
vulnerable students, it’s good to examine
why administration and students take certain
judgments and actions involving alcohol on
campus.
Contributed photo

It’s time to apply for scholarships again. Here
are some things to mull over while working on
those applications:
Two hundred and fifty-four scholarships were
available to Dordt College students in the 201617 school year—twenty more than the previous
year. Dordt depends a great deal on donor
support, and Dordt students enjoy the benefits
of generous alumni and other Dordt-supporters.
As any Dordt student knows, community is
important here. In fact, without a supportive
community, Dordt probably wouldn’t be
possible.
“Scholarships at Dordt started small—maybe
20, including the academic scholarships,” says
Financial Aid Assistant Andrea Westerbeek.
“The basic format of scholarships hasn’t really
changed much since then, but the number
available has.”
Scholarships are set up by donors to Dordt
who wish to help students who are interested
in a field or activity about which the donors
care strongly. There are scholarships for
specific majors, instruments, sports, arts and
even hometowns. People wishing to set up

It has been a month since the nation elected
Donald J. Trump as President of the United
States. In the days and weeks after the outcome,
the nation stood divided. Protests stirred in
major cities across the country, classes were
canceled and tests were postponed as students
mourned the result.
Dordt College is located in the Northwest
corner of Iowa, one of the most conservative
areas in the country. However, all of Dordt’s
campus does not abide by conservative thought.
Senior Anya Kalsbeek tends to lean towards
the liberal side of most political issues. Being
an advocate for climate action and stricter gun
control laws, Kalsbeek was very surprised,
along with half the country, that Clinton did not
win the election.
“I feel like there are a lot of populations that
have not been represented well by the voters,
just because Trump has offended so many
groups of people,” Kalsbeek said. “[However]
I think America is wanting some change, we
have just seen a lot of the same thing. Trump
isn’t political at all, or hasn’t been in the past,
and people think he can be the one to bring this
change.”
Other students were not as surprised by
the results, despite most of the polls showing
Clinton as the winner. Senior Luke Venhuizen
said that every time he read a poll or a statistic
he took the entire thing with a grain of salt.
“I found it hilarious how they approached [the
election]. If they get enough endorsements from
people who have some sort of ‘following’, that
they are going to win,” Venhuizen said. “The
celebrities who they are getting to endorse are

a scholarship for Dordt students commit to
donating $2,000 for 4 to 5 years.
“Scholarships are near and dear to donors
because they get to know the student,” says
Dordt Director of Annual Giving, Karen Van
Schouwen. “They feel as though they have a
direct impact on a student. Scholarships are
relational.”
All students who receive donor scholarships
write a thank-you note to their donor and
attend the scholarship banquet in the fall.
Donors undoubtedly appreciate connecting
with the student they’ve helped to support, and
students benefit from the relational nature of
scholarships. Interest- or experience-specific
scholarships helps students see that there are
people in the Dordt community who care about
them, and who understand their hopes and
needs.
“There are so many scholarships, especially
upperclassmen
scholarships—I’d
really
encourage students to just apply. Every penny
helps,” says Westerbeek. “I’d also encourage
students to be appreciative. Many donors have
committed to helping Dordt students, and that’s
pretty neat.”

not politicians, how do they know who to vote
for? Just because Beyoncé said vote for Hillary
doesn’t mean I’m going to.”
Students such as sophomore PJ Kooima were
relieved to hear of Trump’s victory and shocked
in a different way than many Clinton supporters.
Kooima’s main concerns during the campaign
were of the media’s influence on the campaign
and how reporters would portray Trump.
“I believe that the biggest reason for his
victory was the fact that so many people were
ready for change, and that Trump would be
the most likely candidate to provide change,”
Kooima said. “I hope to see him steer the
government away from socialistic policies
like Obama care and rather move towards a
capitalistic approach.”
Professors and students alike are now
refocusing their career and job paths as they
consider what a Trump presidency will look
like. Social services may be cut, families may
be deported, people living one way may be told
their way is no longer legal. These are real fears
for many Americans.
Abby Foreman, Dordt professor of social
work, said that in the months after Trump’s
election, society needs to enter into a time of
“learning and listening.”
“We can’t say the next four years are not
going to be interesting. Even though there is
fear from certain groups of people, perhaps
this opens space for different solutions than
the status quo of either party,” Foreman said.
“I’m hopeful that can be the case. Because it’s
so different, because he is so different, that it
opens up some space for different solutions that
gain some ground that wouldn’t in a normal
two-party system.”

First snow brings Iowa
initiation for new students
Allison Wordes – Staff Writer

The how-to’s for scholarship
applications
Lydia Marcus – Staff Writer

Jaden Vander Berg – Staff Writer

Icicles hanging from frosty fenders in East
Campus parking lot set a serene atmosphere.
Christmas carols burst forth from eager students
during the early Friday morning hour. It is
Nov. 18, the first snow of the year. Cold, sharp
specks attack the faces of students trudging
to classes, their hopes of class cancellation
futile. Like a distant echo, the clock tower
bell plays its chimes. Commons tables sit in
lonely expectation for breakfasters who don’t
show. Huge white flakes smash into classroom
window panes, leaving drops of moisture on
the cool glass. Eyes peek out between thick
layers of fabric scarves and stocking caps of
sports players waiting in the stir fry line in the
Commons.
“It’s too cold out there!” exclaimed Jazmin
Mendieta, a freshman from Paraguay, as she
burst through the West Hall lobby doors. In
preparation for this drastic Midwestern shock,
Mendieta has armored herself with a black
winter coat with a fur-lined hood.
“Cold is cold, wherever you go,” said
freshman Maggie Burgsma, a Canadian from

Covenant Hall. She finds the slow traffic
irritating, but otherwise has found herself wellprepared for the onslaught of snow.
Freshman Kim Marques, from Zimbabwe,
has found the snow to be a “bitter beauty.” It is
her second experience with snow, she said, but
this time around it seems less like a vacation.
Back home, she never had indoor heating. Here,
she said the heating makes the cold tolerable.
“I just thought it would be cold – I wasn’t
prepared for wind,” said Marques. She said
she actually prefers the snow to rain, because,
unlike drenching rain, it is easy to dust off
before it melts. Actually, there is nothing she
does not like about snow.
“I could hardly sleep the night before [it
snowed]; I was so excited,” admitted Marques.
“I love the beauty of it.”
While the snow melted quickly, leaving
nothing more than memory, the sudden icy
onslaught served to prove that
Cold, sharp specks attack the faces of students
trudging to classes, their hopes of cancellation
futile. Like a distant echo, the clock tower
bell plays its chimes. winter has come to the
Midwest.
Contributed photo
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Culture of sexual abuse infiltrates life on Native Force behind a
American reservations
volleyball spike
uncovered
Ashley Bloemhof – Staff Writer

LaPrincia first encountered sexual assault at
age five. Her mother – who LaPrincia believed
to be her grandmother, at the time – had agreed
to babysit the young girl. Though the woman
treated her kindly at first, minutes later her
mother spoke louder and louder, becoming more
agitated as the decibels rose. Her demeanor
confused the girl. Shortly into the babysitting,
people that LaPrincia did not know began to
enter the house in the name of alcohol.
“I had never been around a drunk person
before,” said LaPrincia, recalling her mother’s
stench.
Her mother eventually drank herself
unconscious and fell asleep behind a closed
bedroom door, lying motionless on the mattress.
As the small gathering dwindled, LaPrincia
checked her mother’s breathing. Returning to
her post in front of the TV set, she found her
mother’s boyfriend, who had not yet left the
house, in the room with her. The 40-year-old
man told LaPrincia that he would watch her
until her dad picked her up. She thought nothing
of the arrangement.
But then, the man molested her.
“It felt like it went on forever…” said
LaPrincia.
In separate conversations with two Native
American women about sexual abuse, Amy
Keahi, Director and Staff Mentor at ATLAS
in Sioux Center, IA, asked the women what
percentage of young girls have been molested
or sexually abused on the reservation.
“Oh, 100 [percent],” both women answered.
“Every one of them.”
LaPrincia understands the tribulations of
sexual abuse– she grew up in the pain, and she
endured the evil—not once, but twice.
At the age of 12, LaPrincia suffered rape at the
hands of her first cousin, whom she had treated
like a sibling before that time. Lana, LaPrincia’s
older sister and motherly figure, raised LaPrincia
and her nieces and nephews to treat their first

cousins as family, as brothers and sisters. Yet,
LaPrincia always felt her cousins acted as if
no relation existed between them. Betrayal’s
blow culminated when LaPrincia’s first cousin,
then a young man of roughly 17 years, raped
her and impregnated her with his child. The
girl had fought and struggled against the man,
but his older, leaner frame soon overpowered
her own strength. Lana, LaPrincia’s older
sister and motherly figure, raised LaPrincia
and her nieces and nephews to treat their first
cousins as family, as brothers and sisters. Yet,
LaPrincia always felt her cousins acted as if no
relation existed between them. Betrayal’s blow
culminated when LaPrincia’s first cousin, then a
young man of roughly 17 years, raped her, and
impregnated her with his child.
When Lana found out about the pregnancy,
she took LaPrincia off the reservation so
her younger sister could deliver the baby
away from people’s talk. After leaving the
reservation, LaPrincia lost the child, and a
storm of emotion began to stir within her. While
she felt embarrassed by her pregnancy and the
cause of it, she also felt the child’s loss. She
had imagined the newborn’s tiny fingers, the
baby’s pudgy toes. The child also would have
proven that the rape did happen and would
have silenced those who did not believe that
LaPrincia’s own relative, a first cousin, had
victimized her. But ultimately, the infant held
infinitely more worth than any symbol of proof.
LaPrincia’s story resembles that of many
Native American girls. Speaking to incidents
of rape on the reservation, LaPrincia said, “It
happened to every girl that I met, and I met a
lot of girls.”
In communities frequented by cases of
sexual abuse, another threat looms nearby:
human trafficking. Yumi Suzuki, a former
USD Assistant Criminal Justice professor,
discussed her research on sex trafficking in
a 2014 interview with South Dakota Public
Broadcasting. Suzuki said, “In this state
(South Dakota), Native women and children

are at higher risk than any other racial groups,
so trafficking is actually happening on the
reservations.”
Though LaPrincia did not experience
trafficking firsthand, she says it is present
on the reservation. Shortly before her 18th
birthday, LaPrincia met a woman selling
women to workers from Mexico who came to
the reservation to build a hospital. The woman
would introduce the men to her “friends” and
afterwards received a portion of ‘hook-up
money’ for the arrangement. After having sex,
the workers paid these women, who kept part
of the payment while giving a certain amount to
the woman. These women who sold themselves
called the workers their ‘boyfriends,’ thinking
the men held actual interest in them, and,
because she helped them make money, these
women viewed this woman as their friend.
LaPrincia cannot fathom why these women
believe this woman, who is profiting off of
their sexual performances, is their friend. She
does believe, though, that most of the women
involved in trafficking on the reservation “chose
that life because they need the money.”
Roughly four years ago, less than a week
after she welcomed her daughter iLiana into
the world, LaPrincia moved away from the
reservation, vowing never to return. She now
lives in Sioux County with her daughter,
who turns four in February. LaPrincia admits
that her parenting method revolves around
overprotectiveness. “She loves people,” said
LaPrincia of iLiana, “but I feel bad for her
because I keep her from them.”
LaPrincia is determined to guard her daughter
from the kind of past she had to endure, a past
that Native American women and children face
on a daily basis. In light of American Indian
and Alaskan Native Heritage Month, the nation
would do well to consider not only the history
of these peoples but also the current culture that
dominates life on the reservation.

Elizabeth Helmkamp – Staff Writer

Senior Engineering majors Glen Thompson,
Chad DeGraff, Boone DeKramer, and Dylan
Schmitz have designed a senior engineering
project that they hope will have positive lasting
effects on the athletics department of the
College. The students are currently working
to measure the force that is exerted on the
shoulders of volleyball players when they hit a
ball.
This project began as a response to volleyball
players coming in to Dordt with pre-existing
shoulder injuries. Measuring the force on the
shoulder of a volleyball player will allow the
injuries to be studied and, hopefully, prevented
or remedied for future players.
They are working on the project in two parts.
The first step is research, in which the students
attempt to calculate the amount of force that the
volleyball exerts on the hand when a player
does a spike. This force on the hand can then
be related to the shoulder using biomechanics
techniques.
As well as using sensors to measure the force
that a volleyball exerts on the hand directly,
the team is also using a new approach. The
new motion capture lab located in the De Witt
Gymnasium measures how a volleyball moves
in reaction to the force. This information,
gathered by observing volunteers as they hit
volleyballs, can be used to calculate the force
the objects exert on the hand.
The research and project will go a long ways
to securing injury-free play for current and
future players.

Stats professor keeps pace with hobby and passion
Elizabeth Bouwkamp – Staff Writer

He started running in the middle of high
school and loved the competition. Completing
four marathons, a 50k trail race, a race at the
World 50k championship in Qatar, several half
marathons and 30km road races, Dordt College
Mathematics and Statistics professor, Terence
Attema, continues his hobby of running while
teaching students about numbers.
This fall, Attema ran on occasion with the
men’s cross country team to pace and train for
the Twin Cities Marathon. He competed in the
race over Heartland Break and kept a 5:20 pace
while finishing in a time of two hours and 19
seconds.
During his undergraduate years, he ran on
scholarship for Campbell University in North
Carolina. While completing his graduate degree
in Applied Mathematics in Guelph, Ontario,
Attema ran with the Speed River Distance
Running Club.
“As an introvert, I do enjoy running by
myself a lot,” said Attema. However, running a
marathon can get lonely. When deciding on the
next race to run, he looks for competition close
to his level to improve his time.
“It ended up being very helpful to have a pack
of 4 runners to run with for the first 16 miles
of the race,” he said, regarding the Twin Cities
Marathon.
Meeting new people is a highlight of running
for Attema.
“In 2011, I ran this cool event for team Canada
in Japan called the Ekiden relay. It was a team
of 4 guys and 4 girls, but only 3 girls and 3 guys

raced and I was the substitute,” he said.
Even though Attema did not get to run, he said
the free trip to Japan made it worth the time.
“Running is similar to a spiritual journey and
profession,” he said. “You seek growth and
improvement.” As a goal, he aims for a top 10
finish in big city marathons in North America.
As a sports fan, competitive runner and
professor of Mathematics and Statistics, Attema
enjoys numbers and data.
“I wasn’t really interested until I realized there
are a lot of numbers in sports,” he said. “I like
looking at numbers. I like looking at data. I like
observing data. I like analyzing data.”
As a professor of statistics, Attema often
introduces the subject in relation to numbers
in sports. On the first day of class, he engages
students with hands-on activities—like guessing
his weight. The small class size at Dordt make
these types of activities easier.
While receiving his degree, he thought about
teaching high school.
“My niche is at the intro level,” he said. “I
want people who aren’t very excited about stats
to enjoy it. Data is everywhere. It’s kind of a
pure science. It’s the kind of subject you can
apply to anything you want.”
Even the Christian faith.
“It is certainly a challenge to bring faith into
a class that seems neutral, such as Statistics or
Mathematics,” he said.
But it can be done. Attema ties a chapter on
correlation and causation to the grace of God
and good works. He reasons there may be a
correlation between people saved by the grace
of God and their development of good works,

but this does not mean good works cause
salvation.
“I think this is a cool example to tie in a
statistical concept with what Dordt students
should be familiar with regarding their faith,”
he said.
Faith and running are two topics in Attema’s
personal blog. He desires for people to be
encouraged by his writing.
“It doesn’t get read by a huge audience,” he
said. “Mainly just Facebook friends, and it also
gets posted on a Canadian running website.”
Attema’s work and hobbies encompass
his gifts and passions. He emphasized the
importance of cultivating them.

“For me that is running and teaching math and
stats,” he said. “It is important to pray about
what you do for work and for a hobby. At times,
it can seem unrelated to your Christian faith, but
you can be a witness wherever you are and in
your interactions with others.”

Photo Credit: Sophie Schmidt
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Murder in the New World Theatre: Dordt presents Agatha
Christie’s And Then There Were None
Janelle Cammenga – Staff Writer

Lightning flashes through a window with an
ocean view. Thunder cracks and rumbles. A
gunshot. A scream. Suspicion runs rampant.
Dordt Theatre Art’s production of And Then
There Were None will leave you scared,
confused, amused and excited. Though not
necessarily in that order.
The set will be the first thing to strike you
as you walk in the theatre. Painted wooden
floors and creepy lighting are just the start of
the things that draws an audience into the world
of the play. Chairs are set right up to the living
room floor, so viewers are able to get up close
and personal with all of the events happening
on stage.
“We get right up in people’s business,” said
senior Luke Venhuizen, aka Anthony Marston.
The set is not the only impressive part of the
production, especially in terms of freshman
involvement. The poster designs were handdrawn by freshman Emily Wicker. Also,
director Logan Radde, a senior Theatre Arts and
HHP major, was quick to mention the lengths
taken by freshman and advertising designer
Becca Mulder to make the play a success.
Mulder handwrote over 300 letters to send to

Dordt faculty, aged the paper and sealed each
letter with wax.
“Three-hundred-plus letters just makes my
mouth drop,” Radde said, “and I couldn’t be
happier with my team.”
The actual play is not overshadowed by the
design team. There are a wealth of twists and
turns in the plot to keep you on the edge of your
old-fashioned seat. But you’ll have to see those
for yourself.
“As an audience member, you will be shaking
in your boots,” director Logan Radde said about
his favorite part of the play. “It’s definitely a
mind-blowing, teeth-grinding moment.”
As impressive as the play may be, there is still
plenty of humor in the production, both on- and
off-stage.
“It’s one of those shows that makes you
uncomfortable because you’re laughing but
it’s a murder mystery,” said sophomore Jalyn
Vander Wal, aka Fred Narracott.
In the midst of building intrigue, the character
interactions and well-timed comments offer
welcome breaks to the suspense – and
script aside, there is plenty of bonding among
the cast members, too.
“I came up with a dance move called ‘the
Narracott’,” said Jalyn Vander Wal. “You just

kinda vibrate every part of your body you can
while standing in one place.”
One of Vander Wal’s lines is the single
word “right.” Junior Peter Rexford, aka Philip
Lombard, started using the line to get into his
British accent, much to the chagrin of the cast.
Fellow members have started keeping track
of how often he says the word, and, when the
show is complete, will make him do twice that
number in pushups.
“I made myself bleed while combing my
hair too vigorously,” senior Luke Venhuizen
said about his first hair-and-makeup trial. “Not
everyone can say that they’ve done that.”
But acting in the play is not just messing
around. The production comes with its
challenges.
Vander Wal found that her biggest challenge
was in figuring out how to develop a small
character. “I’m literally on the stage for all of
11 lines,” she said. “That’s like, 1/23rd of the
show.” Despite her short stage time, Vander Wal
shared that her part was “pretty integral.”
Venhuizen had no problems with his
character, but he found his “freakin’ accent”
to be his biggest frustration. He spent some
time practicing line-by-line with senior and
dialect coach Eliana Radde to make sure that he

pronounced words in a suitably British manner.
The set, costumes, lighting and sound combine
to make this show one to remember.
In regards to what audience members can
expect, director Radde said, “Every single
person who comes out of [the theatre] will be
wowed.”

And Then There Were None Poster

Small band, small college, big Students wrap up short films
success
Eric Rowe – Staff Writer

Anna Veltkamp – Staff Writer

“Hey Henry, wanna start a band?”
A simple question, but the answer “Yeah” has
resulted in an unexpected amount of success.
The members of The Aircraft—freshman
Joseph Bartels, sophomore Kyle Gaines and
freshman Henry Rynders—say they did not
expect to receive such a warm welcome at their
debut performance on Tuesday night, Nov. 21.
When asked why The Aircraft was started,
Bartels answered, “We wanted to have a threepiece rock band,” to which Rynders added,
“[that] made something new.” They had decided
to take a step back from the Yetis and get in
touch with a purer sound—something that was
easier done with fewer members.
“If we did have two guitarists, and a bassist,
and a synth player, then you kinda feel like you
need to include them in the songs or else it’s like
they’re not really in the band. [We] just thought
it’d be good to start with three and if we need
additional stuff, we can take on more help,”
Bartels said. They made use of collaborations
early on in the performance when Ray Badudu
and Brett Randolph joined The Aircraft on stage
Tuesday night to perform their song “Lydia”.
“About starting a band…I think you kinda
meet people, and then you realize you have
similar creative ideas, and then you…you just
go for it,” says Rynders. All three agreed that
the most difficult part for them was, simply, the
process of discovering their band name. Finding
people with similar interests is also key—The
Aircraft explained that their love of music was

what initially brought them together, rather than
a desire to just start a band. “It’s just easy to
meet people here, and there’s lots of musically
talented people,” says Rynders, with Bartels’
agreement. “That is true; we have a higher
percentage of people here.”
In regards to showcasing their style at a
college like Dordt, The Aircraft says it can be a
difficult, but good, opportunity. Gaines said, “I
think it’s a good change of pace,” and Rynders
explaining that he “think[s] people aren’t doing
what we’re doing, so it’s a good change.”
The guys say that on a relatively small campus
like Dordt, a typical audience is comprised
of people who are genuinely curious and
interested in what musicians have to offer, as
well as people who are simply there for the live
music. Gaines, speaking for the band, believes
that the different style in their music helps
draw a crowd: “[it] intrigues people not used to
hearing it.”
Still, The Aircraft says that being a small band
on a small campus is a lot of added pressure.
They might be all there is to see as far as live
music goes, but along with that is the pressure
to do well. They seemed to have succeeded,
having sold out of the CDs of their album on
their Tuesday night performance.
Music is in the making, and another Aircraft
album is on the way, with future performances
very likely to occur.

Photo Credit: Mindi Wikstrom

Two projects, one camera. Throughout the
semester, the Digital Media department’s new
Blackmagic URSA Mini camera has been
shared by two film crews. Next week, Dordt
students will present the short films that they’ve
shot, produced and edited throughout the
semester. “The Way Out” premieres on Mon.
the 12th at 7 p.m., and “Wilder” premieres on
Tues. the 13th at 7 p.m.
Senior Kyle Fosse wrote, directed, produced
and edited “The Way Out” as a senior project
for his Digital Media major. The film tells the
story of Amber, a girl grieving the death of her
mother. She must decide to either escape from
the real world or find beauty in life as it is. “The
Way Out” stars senior Eliana Radde as Amber,
and senior Nathan Ryder as Amber’s friend,
Peter.
“Wilder” is the product of the short film class.
Senior Lucas Simonson wrote and directed;
junior Hannah Norton produced; junior Ellen
Dengah and junior Rickey Nelson acted as
cinematographers; and senior Connor Neal
edited. Set after an apocalyptic disaster has
affected the entire world, “Wilder” is an intense
look at straining human relationships and
personal breaking points. Upon arriving home,
The Way Out Production
Photo Credit: Emi Stewart

Catriona attempts to reconcile the relationships
between herself and her remaining family,
only to discover they are more toxic than she
remembered. “Wilder” boasts a cast of seniors
Stephanie Korthuis and Kyle Fosse, along with
professor Jeff Ploegstra.
After both premieres, there will be question
and answer panels with the casts and crews.
Both short films are scheduled for run times of
under 25 minutes. Popcorn will be provided.
As film makers finish up the editing and
post-production process, the stories continue
to come more alive. Neal, who had a smaller
creative input in the beginning of the semester,
found that his role as leading editor in this
process, and actor input in the characters, have
combined to clarify the story for him.
With a brand-new camera came new
challenges with new and unfamiliar editing
programs, but after all of the scheduling and
creative process of filming a short film, the
creators of both “The Way Out” and “Wilder”
are excited to show their work next Monday and
Tuesday.

Wilder Production
Photo Credit: Shannon Spargo
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GPAC Honors athletes make a strong showing this season
Christian Zylstra – Staff Writer
The fall athletics season was a fruitful one
for Dordt College athletes, who earned a total
of 28 GPAC Honors across six sports.
Football snagged the most GPAC Honors,
with nine total. Volleyball wasn’t far behind,
with seven honorees. Men and women’s cross
country earned a combined six honors, as did
men and women’s soccer.
GPAC Honors are awarded after the
conclusion of a sport’s regular season. Most
honors are determined via voting among the
GPAC coaches.
Among Dordt football’s nine GPAC honorees
are three all-GPAC First Team winners:
seniors Bryce Lidtka, Jacob Cook and Jason
Miller. Junior Griffin Pelot earned all-GPAC
Second Team honors. The other five football
honorees—senior Gerrit Wybenga, junior Joey
Lovetere, sophomore Devin Eekhoff, junior
Rickey Nelson and junior Josiah Kotte—earned
honorable mention.
Lidtka set numerous rushing records in his
junior season, including yards (1,753), carries
(274) and touchdowns (24). Accompanying
the Dordt records, Lidtka led NAIA football in
rushing yards and rushing touchdowns.
Miller set three program records himself
with 74 receptions, 1,311 receiving yards and
11 touchdowns. Miller was also a statistical
leader in the NAIA, ranking second in receiving
yards and third in receptions.
“These men made a tremendous commitment
to being their best,” said Joel Penner, Dordt

College head football coach. “If football were
compared to a battle, these are our front-line
guys, and we would not have achieved what we
did without them.”
Dordt football’s 2016 season was the best in
program history, grabbing five overall wins and
two conference wins. Dordt ended the season
with a 5-6 overall record and 2-6 record in
GPAC competition.
Volleyball, coming off the most successful
season in program history, earned three allGPAC First Team honors, two all-GPAC Second
Team honors and two all-GPAC honorable
mentions.
Senior Brooke Granstra, sophomore Ema
Altena and sophomore Jaime Gesink earned
First Team honors as a group for the second
consecutive season. Granstra led Dordt in kills
per set this year with 4.13, Altena led Dordt
with 45 aces and Gesink led the GPAC with
10.73 assists per set.
Senior Elizabeth Kiel and junior Haley Moss
earned Second Team honors, while senior Jill
Schouten and junior Summer Jansen received
honorable mention.
“These seven women…care about each
other,” said Dordt volleyball coach Chad
Hanson. “They care about all the right things
and doing them well. When it comes to our
practice gym, they seek to grow in skill areas
and team system areas.”
GPAC Honors are awarded differently for
cross country. Athletes earn GPAC honors
for finishing in the top-15 at the GPAC
Championship meet, held this year in Hastings,

Neb.
Two men’s cross country runners, senior Caleb
Drake (2nd) and senior Nick VanderKooi (7th),
earned honors with top-notch performances at
the GPAC Championship.
Four women’s cross country runners finished
top-15 at the GPAC Championship. Sophomore
Annechiena Knevelbaard (7th), senior Julia
Bos (10th), junior Erika Douma (11th) and
senior Audrey Brooks (13th) snagged all-GPAC
honors.
“This process started for them in early June
and culminated in the races in November,” said
Nate Wolf, the Dordt College men and women’s
cross country head coach. “Cross country is a
sport where the process is long and the payoff
for being committed to the process is not always
readily seen for weeks or even months. It was
incredibly fun to see both teams’ work pay off
with All-Conference honors.”
Dordt women’s cross country finished 11th
as a team at the NAIA Championships. Drake
finished 17th in the men’s race.
Men’s soccer snatched three all-GPAC honors,
including a First Team selection for senior Alex
Durbin. Durbin scored 22 goals, the fifth-most
in NAIA during 2016, and the second-most in
Defender program history.
“Alex had a tremendous season,” said Dordt
men’s soccer coach Craig Stiemsma. “He was a
dynamic scorer for us all season long. He works
so hard and put constant pressure on defenses
and was always a threat to score.”
Senior midfielder Cody Van Holland earned
Second Team honors, while sophomore

Blades hopeful for end-of- Featured
season wins
Granstra
Aaron Ladzinski– Staff Writer

The Dordt Blades’ semester has come to a
close, with the team finishing 7-10-1. Amidst
injuries and other challenges, the team received
votes for the first time in a while as they got a
conference victory in a match they haven’t won
in four years. It would seem that the Blades
are beginning to turn the program around after
struggling for the past two years.
Although the team will lose seven seniors this
year, this year’s freshmen have already stepped
up to help the Blades.
“I would liken the first semester of the hockey
season to the voyage of a Viking long ship in
the 10th century. There have been some ups and
downs, maybe even storms we weren’t prepared
for. However, we’ve kept our sails high and our
oars in the water, battling through whatever
came our way; all the while growing closer as
a team,” said senior Dylan Bartels. “Now, we
have about a month off in order to prepare for
our next excursion.”
Assistant coach Pieter Gesink had this to say

about the season: “I thought that we set pretty
high expectations of ourselves to start the
semester and I would say that we did not meet
those expectations. We dropped a few games on
our Colorado road trip that we should not have,
and lost a few critical conference games that
we also needed to win. It was nice to end the
semester on a win, but we need to have a better
second semester if we want some extra hockey
at the end of the season.”
The Blades’ biggest win was against New
Mexico in the Clash of the Corn. Freshman
Skylar Bellar scored the game-winning goal
in the game, when the Blades defeated their
opponent in overtime. Notable losses were
against a tough Colorado State team that pulled
their goalie but still won the game 6-3 after the
2nd intermission.
The Blades are set to play eight games when
they return after break. These eight games will
allow the team to prove they can be ranked and
make it to the playoffs. Among the teams they
will face are Nebraska and Missouri State—two
very strong opponents.
Contributed photo

defender Kenton Cleveringa received honorable
mention.
“Cody…really controlled the middle of
the field,” Stiemsma said. “He was the true
definition of a coach on the field for us. Kenton
just kept getting better and better during his
sophomore campaign. He really excelled in
conference, even as he moved around in the
backline when we had injuries and illness.”
Women’s soccer had three dynamic all-GPAC
honorees of its own. Junior Natalie Sakuma
received Second Team honors, tying for the
team-lead with 12 goals. She also totaled seven
assists.
“Natalie was at her strongest mentally this
season, and she was able to turn things over up
front,” said Bill Elgersma, the Dordt College
women’s soccer head coach.
Junior Raquelle Mouw, who also scored 12
goals for the Defenders, earned honorable
mention, as did senior Courtney Long.
“Courtney played bigger than she is every
time she stepped on the field, and our opponents
acknowledged that,” Elgersma said. “Raquelle
simply took the team on her shoulders when
[Natalie and Courtney] were injured and moved
[us] forward.”
Dordt men and women’s soccer are both
coming off seasons as the No. 8 seed in the
GPAC tournament. Both teams fell at Hastings
in GPAC Quarterfinal matchups.
As the page turns and winter sports start hitting
their stride, Dordt envisions more individual
and collective team success.

athlete

Clarissa Kraayenbrink– Staff Writer

Brooke Granstra is a senior elementary
education major from Sioux Center, IA. She
was named to the NAIA All-Tournament team
at the national tournament this year. Granstra
helped the team go 28-8 and averaged 4.16 kills
per set.
Q: Why did you choose Dordt?
BG: I picked Dordt because it was close to
home! My family has gone to Dordt and they
all enjoyed it.
Q: What is your favorite part of Dordt now?
BG: My favorite part about Dordt is the
community of the program I am in.
Q: When and how did you start playing
volleyball?
BG: I really don’t know when I started to play
but I would play volleyball with my neighbor
friends. I then played AAU in fifth grade, high
school and now college.
Q: What kind of leadership role do you have
on the team?
BG: Well, I’m a senior and I guess I’m the
more “let’s-get-down-to-business” leader.
Q: If you could give any piece of advice to
freshmen, what would it be?
BG: To take it one day at a time and have fun
in college!
Q: What is your dream job?
BG: A preschool teacher.
FROM COACH HANSON:
“Though Brooke was not recognized as the
Tournament Most Outstanding Player [in this
year’s national tournament], there is no doubt

Brooke

in my mind that everyone in the gym and the
country believes she should have received that
recognition. She had a tremendous career with
the amazing help she offered each season and
teammates who also pushed for our success.
Brooke’s individual achievements within this
heavily-dependent team sport will always be
remembered.”

Photo Credit: Jim Lee - Sioux City Journal
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Recap of NAIA XC National Dordt volleyball’s national
Championships
tournament
championship
match is first ever
Allison Young – Staff Writer

Elsah, Illinois—Seven ladies and a lone
man, senior Caleb Drake, represented Dordt
College at the NAIA Cross Country National
Championships on Saturday, Nov. 19th.
After relinquishing their conference title to
Morningside College at conference, the ladies
dropped to 21st in the national rankings. While
their ranking might have dipped, Coach Wolf’s
confidence in his team’s abilities did not.
“I thought that our women were a little bit
underrated going into it, and thought that we
would outperform our rankings,” said Wolf.
“How much, I wasn’t sure. I thought if we were
healthy and we all ran well, we could probably
finish in the top twelve. So finishing eleventh, I
thought, was a very good day.”
The ladies beat every other team from the
GPAC that had qualified for nationals, including
Morningside College.
In his second individual appearance at the
national meet, but the first time as a Defender,
Drake covered the five-mile course in an alltime personal best of 25:00. Drake finished 17th
out of 332 qualifiers, earning the coveted AllAmerican status.
“Caleb’s race was a great race and individual
effort,” said Wolf. “Averaging five minutes per
mile for five miles is awesome. He ran his last
two miles under ten minutes, which is pretty
phenomenal.”
Wolf also felt very satisfied with the
performances of the ladies, noting that everyone
did a good job of positioning themselves for the
finish and pushing hard over the last 1,000 meters
of the 5,000-meter race. Several individuals
gained momentum as they progressed through
the rolling hills of the course, running negative
splits.
Sophomore Annachiena Knevelbaard led the

women’s team in a time of 18:14. Freshman
Justine Van Zee, senior Julia Bos, senior Audrey
Brooks, and senior Kelsey Lewis completed the
five scorers, in that order.
“Anna obviously had a great performance to
be 51st at her first national meet,” said Wolf.
“She actually ran every mile faster than her
previous mile.”
Van Zee had a strong performance in her
fourth and final competition at cross country
nationals, finishing 77th in 18:34. Bos came in
right behind her, placing 83rd in 18:37.
“Julia Bos had her strongest college race,”
said Wolf. “She moved really strongly over the
last 1,000 meters, and really, over the course of
the entire race. She also ran every mile faster
than the previous mile, which is just incredible.”
Brooks finished fourth for the team, placing
133rd out of 334 competitors. Lewis rounded
out the scorers, placing 138th in 19:06.
“I think Kelsey Lewis’s last college race was
her best race, running top five for the first time
this season,” said Wolf. “We really needed that
to be able to finish the way we did.”
The Defenders’ 6th and 7th finishers, junior
Erika Douma and freshman Erin Bandstra,
placed 149th and 158th, respectively.
The team walked away from the day very
satisfied with their achievements. After a rather
volatile season of ups and downs, as many of
the athletes battled health and injury issues, it
was good to finally have things come together
at Nationals.
“Both men and women were worthy of being
at the national meet,” said Wolf. “For both the
men and women, they put in a good year of
work across the entire team, and it was fun to
see the culmination of that with the people that
were at nationals. The nine people that went to
nationals were a representation of a really good
men’s and women’s cross country season.”

Clarissa Kraayenbrink – Staff Writer
After going 21-6 in the regular season,
the Dordt Defender volleyball team earned
themselves a spot in the NAIA National
Tournament Championship match in Sioux City
over the weekend. Having defeated fellowGPAC school Midland in the semifinal match,
Dordt moved on to yet another GPAC matchup
against the Hastings Broncos. This was Dordt’s
first championship match berth in 10 national
tournament appearances.
Coach Chad Hanson, who has now completed
his sixth year as women’s volleyball head
coach, will always remember this experience
and the support he and his team received from
Defender Nation. Hanson said trust was a key
component for the team this year. He also
credits his coaching staff as huge contributors to
this year’s success. With their help, the athletes’
hard work and the training, the tournament
appearance has made this year unforgettable.
“Brent [Zomer], Kristin [Brouwer] and
Rylee [Morris] were each strongly involved
with creating a training culture of support,
encouragement and instruction with practice
goals and expectations continually rising as we
achieved them,” Hanson said. “The leadership
of each of our players was also vital to creating
this type of strength in mind and body.”
Once at the National Tournament, the team
topped some of the best teams in the NAIA,
advancing into the championship match against
Hastings. Cheered on by 1,800 fans, Dordt took
the first two sets with scores of 25-23 and 2515, respectively. Hastings took the last three

sets and won the title of national champion.
Ema Altena led the team with 19 kills on the
night, closely followed by Brooke Granstra
with 14. Granstra also led the team in blocks
with seven. Summer Jansen had the most digs
of either team with 33. Jamie Gesink, Altena
and Granstra were named to the NAIA AllTournament team.
“The feeling and mentality for us going into
the championship match was a united spirit
of confidence and focus,” Hanson said. “We
approached the scouting report the same way
as previous matches and the players asked
great questions about strategies to help prepare
themselves for that match.”
Although the outcome was not in the
Defender’s favor, Hanson is hopeful that
time will heal the feelings of heartache and
disappointment that his team felt Saturday
night. He believes the negative feelings will
turn into joy, satisfaction and praises to the Lord
for the unforgettable season they had in 2016.
“The most impressive element that stands out
to me is how we played together and showed
respect to our opponent, the official, and the
fans,” Hanson said. “Most of our opponents
became our fans following the match, which
speaks volumes to the respect that they had for
us during the competition, not just respect for
us as athletes, but more of a respect for what
the team represents as Christian women serving
one another.”
The Dordt volleyball team will graduate
three seniors this year with Elizabeth Kiel, Jill
Schouten and Granstra.
Photo Credit: Joy Faber
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College football is a toss-up
this year
Aaron Ladzinski– Staff Writer

When it comes to NCAA Division One
football, not a single event makes sense this
year.
It all started when the Ohio State Buckeyes
beat Michigan to rob the Wolverines of a berth
into the Big Ten championship. From that point
on, a surprising—and confusing—ripple effect
spread throughout college football. Now, fans
are wondering if the Big Ten champion will
make playoffs. One should note, however, that
the Buckeyes were beat by Penn State.
Today, the mess has slightly cleared as we
know that the top teams in the country, Alabama
and Washington, will face off in the first game
of playoffs, and in the second game, Clemson
and Ohio State will meet. Michigan and Penn
State, two teams who thought their records
proved they should be in the championship, did
not earn the chance to establish this conviction.
College football sentiment stands strong on
the Dordt College campus.

Senior Sean Quinlan said about the playoffs,
“I truly believe that Alabama is over-rated…
they haven’t been tested at all this year, and
they’ve been on top because they started on top
and didn’t lose.”
Senior and Badgers fan Ricky Walvoort,
from Oostburg, WI, said, “I was cheering for
Wisconsin to win the Big Ten championships,
but after they lost I was hoping the Big Ten
champion would get in—but that was not the
case. I truly hope the system will expand to an
eight-team playoff.”
Daniel Lucht had said about the playoff teams,
“I don’t understand how Western Michigan was
not a part of the conversation at all, as they were
undefeated and won their conference.”
NCAA college football has its top four. Now,
the question remains, who is going to win it all?
Will Bama repeat? Will Washington continue
its fairytale season? Will Clemson silent the
critics? Will Ohio State represent the true Big
Ten champion? It all starts on New Years’ Eve.

• The Back Page •

page 8

Do campus buildings stand A self-help guide to prevent
upon firm foundations?
winter blues
Meagan DeGraaf - Staff Writer
Graduates from years past may look at Dordt's
buildings and tell current students how lucky
they are to have nice, fairly new places to live
and learn. But how nice are these buildings in
terms of safety?
Dordt has structural safety concerns on
campus, one of which is Kuyper Apartments.
While new and well-framed, the building does
have some problems. Though the rumors thatKuyper is going to collapse from its sinking
foundation are overdramatic, problems with the
building "settling" is no joke.
Settling can be caused by various reasonssuch as water leaking or freezing, an unsteady
or poorly built foundation, or soil changes under
the building. Since Iowa is famous for cold
temperatures and the building is still relatively
new, the freezing and re-freezing may playa
role in the concern over Kuyper's foundation.
For the time being, however, Kuyper will
remain standing and modem, as it is now.
East Campus Apartments also draw concern
from many people, specifically those living
in these apartments who experience these
buildings. Originally, the apartments were
built as temporary housing for a large influx

of new students. When Dordt grew, however,
the buildings stayed. Decades later, and the
buildings are still standing but are in need of
extra maintenance to keep them comparable to
the other buildings.
Another building that generates worry is the
balcony in the BJ Haan Auditorium. When
the balcony is packed and people are moving
around a lot-during
the last concert hosted by
Dordt College, for example-it
shakes up and
down with the movement of the crowds.
In this case of infrastructure, though it may
seem unsafe, it is only when the building is at
full capacity that the packed balcony becomes
an issue. Even then, the BJ Haan is built in such
a way that it should not collapse or break, and
regular maintenance is preformed to ensure this.
Dordt's Maintenance employees work hard
and stay busy fixing things around campus, and
most of the calls they receive deal with quirks
and issues, such as broken sinks or lights.
Maintenance personnel are unsung heroes in
many dorms-they're
the people fixing your
overflowing toilets and flickering lights, after
all.

Mindi Wikstrom - Staff Writer

get just a bit of vitamin D in our systems, we
will be more likely to feel happier.
Don't overeat: People are more likely
to tum to food as a comfort or in boredom during
the winter months. While in the moment food
may give your body a sense of contentment, in
the long run it will lead you to feel sluggish and
fatigued, two emotions that may contribute to
feelings of sadness.
Get involved with a group: Start a
Bible study, play an intramural sport, join a
club, have a deep conversation with a friend, or
just make an effort to go to campus-wide events.
Loneliness is an attribute of sadness. Make
an effort to meet new people and experience
fellowship!
Spend time in the Word: there is a
Power greater than the winter blues. Remember,
true contentment comes from God.

Dordt College embarks on another cold
adventure as winter draws near and snow
begins to fall. Many students love winter,
understandably so. Yet, many people are more
prone to depression during this period. These
individuals trudge through each day, inwardly
battling the medical condition called "seasonal
affective disorder." With exposure to less light
in the shorter daytimes, people are more likely
to become disheartened by the gray weather.
We are not left without hope, though. Here are
some ways to prevent the winter blues as winter
approaches:
Hit up the Rec Center: Exercise is
proven to release endorphins - an accelerated
heart beat prompts your body to release a
hormone that helps you feel happier and less
stressed.
Make an effort to go outside: It may
be freezing outside, but studies show that if we
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Corrections
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In Issue 3 of The Diamond, published on October 19,2016, the article "Opportunity Cost
Pays Off' on page 6 was incorrectly credited to Aaron Ladzinski, rather than Christian
Zylstra.
In Issue 4 of The Diamond, published on November 2,2016, the article, "Provost Eric
Forseth writes about hope in the midst of life's challenges" on page 5 was incorrectly credited to Elizabeth Helmkamp, rather than Elizabeth Bouwkamp.
The Diamond apologizes for these inaccuracies.
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